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When considering campus clubs, students 
weigh the potential return on their time 
investment.

Will membership 
enhance a resume? 
Sharpen academic and 
soft skills? Afford access 
to professionals with sage 
advice and employment 
opportunities to share? 
Provide opportunities 
to give back to fellow 
classmates and local 
communities?

For accounting majors, 
the Accounting Society 
offers all that and more, 
says President, Joanna 
Kulpanowski.

“The Accounting Society is a gateway for 
students to transition from classroom 
learning to being a professional in the 
accounting field," says Kulpanowski. 
“Members regularly network with industry 
leaders from firms of all sizes, both public 
and private.”

One of those leaders, Daniel J. Geltrude, 
managing partner of Geltrude & Company, 
made a lasting impression on students 
and faculty with his Accounting Society 
talks. So much so, he was asked to join the 
Feliciano School of Business as an adjunct 
professor.

As a professional who sits on both sides 
of an interview table – recruiting talent 

for his accounting and advisory firm 
and communicating service and value 
propositions to prospective clients – 
Geltrude had plenty of wisdom to share 

with the Feliciano School of Business 
students in his two appearances before the 
Society.

“Whether you are selling yourself to a 
potential employer or selling your firm’s 
services, you have to have that in-the-
moment approach to questions and 
answers to show you are aware and can 
connect with people,” advises Geltrude.

In addition to bringing in four or five guest 
speakers a semester, the Accounting 
Society hosts other events to help get the 
Feliciano School of Business students’ 
resumes to the top of prospective 
employers’ stacks. These include a fall 
accounting career fair, spring networking 

event and a session for seniors with 
a representative from the Becker CPA 
Exam review. And, adds club adviser 
Professor Larry Lauricella, membership 

affords students the 
chance to serve as 
officers of the society, 
a great experience 
that communicates 
“leadership” on a resume.

“Real-world experiences 
in running affairs, 
scheduling speakers and 
handling unexpected 
emergencies like a 
last-minute speaker 
cancellation are 
invaluable”, says 
Lauricella. “The officers 
learn how to work 
together as a group, help 

each other with work overloads, motivate 
members to attend events and deal with 
outside organizations like the Student 
Government.”

Officers run the Volunteer Income Tax 
Assistance program, which allows IRS-
certified member volunteers to prepare 
taxes for low-income individuals, and the 
tutoring program, which is open to anyone 
taking accounting or tax courses.  

“Aside from the tremendous feeling of 
personal satisfaction of helping a fellow 
student or community member,” says 
Lauricella, “program participants benefit 
from learning the material in depth so they 
can explain it in simple terms to others.”

Taking 
Account

Imagine a time when students can dream 
up solutions to real-world problems, 
design products, manufacture prototypes 
and present them to potential investors – 
without leaving campus.

That time is now.

Montclair State University’s first 3D 
printing lab opens this fall in the Feliciano 
School of Business building. While 
most of the state-of-the-art equipment, 
including 35 3D printers, eight scanners 
and corresponding software, will be 
housed in the new lab, all Montclair 
State students and faculty will have 
access to the technology, says  Dennis 
Bone, director of the Feliciano Center 
for Entrepreneurship. Every school and 
college on campus will have the ability 
to print remotely to the lab and access to 
the 3D printers in their settings.

“This is a wonderful resource for the 
entire student body and faculty,” 
observes Bone of 3D printing or 
additive manufacturing, in which three-
dimensional solid objects are fabricated 
using a digital file. “3D printing is 
working its way into every industry right 
now. Hospitals are printing human tissue, 

NASA is printing food for the space 
station and, of course, the technology is a 
huge advancement for manufacturing.” 

While Montclair State is not unique in 
implementing this rapidly advancing 
technology, it is one of the first universities 
in the area to open such an innovation 
center with 3D printing in its business 
school says Jason Frasca, entrepreneurship 
instructor and startup mentor.

“Our mission is to provide students with 
the opportunity to create rapid prototypes 
for their startup ideas and teams,” says 
Frasca. “When you are trying to explain 
your idea, a picture is worth a thousand 
words, a slide deck is worth a few more, 
but a prototype speaks volumes and is 
an invaluable tool for demonstrating a 
concept or product.” 

Access to 3D printing eliminates the 
need for students to depend on a “middle 
man” or outside source to manufacture 
a prototype, says Bone. “It saves both 
precious time and seed money that can 
be spent on test marketing or patent 
research.”

“When you get feedback from potential 
customers or investors, you can go right 
back to the computer [printer], input that 
new information and in two or three days 
have a new or revamped product,” says 
Bone. “If you had to use a middle man, it 
could take weeks.”

The Feliciano School of Business is offering a 
new course in 3D printing to teach students 
the skills they need to take full advantage of 
3D technology, both on campus and in the 
outside world. The School also is developing 
a 9-credit, three-course certificate in 3D 
Printing and Design. 

Through a partnership with the New 
Jersey Manufacturing Extension Program, 
the Center plans to host workshops with 
small, local manufacturers to introduce 
them to 3D printing.

“Part of the mission of the University is to 
provide value to the regional community,” 
says Bone. “We can’t think of anything 
more valuable than sharing and 
unleashing the power of this innovation 
lab to manufacturers across the region.”
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